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They often approach the Sacraments and the custom
among them is to confess and communicate every
fortnight. We have been obliged to appoint the
days on which they are allowed to confess, otherwise
they would leave us no leisure to attend to our other
duties. On Saturday and Sunday of each week, we
hear them; and on those days we are overwhelmed
with a crowd of Penitents. The care that we take
of the sick wins for us their entire confidence. It
is especially in these moments that we gather the
fruit of our labors; their docility is then perfect and
we have not unfrequently the satisfaction of seeing
them die in great peace, and in a lively hope of
being very soon united to God in Heaven.

This Mission owes its establishment to the late
Father Gravier. It is true that Father Marquet was
the first who discovered the Mississipi, about thirty-
nine years ago; but, not knowing the language of
the country, he did not stop here. Some time after-
ward, he made a second journey, with the design of
fixing his dwelling here and of working for the con-
version of these tribes; death which removed him
from us while he was on the way, left to another the
charge of executing this enterprise. It was Father
Daloés who took it upon himself: he knew the lan-
guage of the Oumiamis, which somewhat resembles
that of the Illinois; however, he made only a very
short stay here, being of the opinion that he would
accomplish greater results in another district, where
indeed he ended his apostolic life.

Thus it is properly Father Gravier who ought to
be regarded as the founder of the Illinois Mission; it
was he who first made clear the principles of their
language, and who reduced them to the rules of



